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union of the divine and human natures of
Christ in one person. The fact that in 452,
armed with none but spiritual weapons, Leo
went out to meet the terrible Attila and ac-
tually induced him to leave Italy without
attacking- Rome, is a convincing proof of the
faith of the Pope and the power of the
Church at this time.

During the German occupation of Italy,
the relations of the Popes with the barbarian
rulers were friendly, and the Church contin-
ued to prosper. Under the Byzantine sover-
eignty, the prestige of the Church seemed in
danger of disappearing. But this calamity
was averted by the invasion of the Lombards,
who drove the Byzantine garrisons from the
country. During the following centuries of
change, confusion and ruin, the Christian
Church alone retained its organization. Even
the Lombards were in time converted to
Christianity, and the people who, until the
overthrow of the emperor, had been accus-
tomed to depend upon Borne for guidance
in temporal affairs, now continued to look
thither for spiritual control, and the bishop
of Rome was acknowledged throughout West-
ern Europe as the head of the Church. Thus
for centuries the Papacy gained strength,
the Christian fathers, Augustine, Gregory the
Great, and a host of other active men, shap-
ing its doctrines and policy. In 754 Pepin I,
the Frankish king, expelled the Lombards
from their recent conquests and guaranteed
to the Papacy the temporal sovereignty of a
stretch of territory including Rome, and a
considerable surrounding country (see PAPAIJ
STATES).

In the year 800, Pope Leo III crowned
Pepin's son Charlemagne Holy Roman em-
peror, thus restoring the Western Empire.
Many causes now combined to extend the
power of the Church. During the political
strife of the Dark Ages the Church afforded a
refuge to the oppressed. In the convents
and monasteries alone did learning flourish.
Priests were therefore the teachers, secretaries
and ambassadors of kings.

Gradually the bishops acquired the right to
try all eases relating to marriage, trusts,
perjury, simony, or concerning widows, or-
phans or Crusaders, and even some criminal
cases. Thus by the end of the twelfth cen-
tury the Church had absorbed not only the
whole legislative power over the clergy, but
in part over the laity also. Consequently,
the principle was established that all cases

might be appealed from the courts of the
bishops and archbishops of the different Eu-
ropean countries to the Pope. The Pope
thus came to be regarded as the fountain of
justice and the supreme judge of Christen-
dom, while emperors and kings bore the
sword simply as his ministers to carry into
effect his sentences and decrees.
Influence of the Crusades. In the tenth
century, when Otto the Great assumed the
title of Holy Roman Emperor, there began
between the Pope and the emperor a contest
for supremacy which lasted many centuries.
During this time all Christendom was vir-
tually divided into two parties, the members
of which were respectively supporters of the
imperial or the papal claims. The Crusades
greatly strengthened the papal power, as
the prominent part which the Popes took in
them naturally fostered the papal authority,
by placing in the hands of the Popes the ar-
mies and resources of Christendom and ac-
customing the people to look to them as
guides and leaders.
Reforms of Gregory VII. Pope Gregory
VII, or Hildebrand, by means of excommuni-
cation and interdict, carried on two impor-
tant reforms, the enforcement of celibacy
among the secular clergy and the suppression
of simony, thus doing much toward estab-
lishing the universal spiritual and temporal
sovereignty of the Pope. In the thirteenth
century the papal power gained a signal
triumph over the imperial party by its vic-
tory over the House of Hohenstaufen. In
the period which follows, the authority of the
Popes was at its height. Under Pope Inno-
cent III (1198-1216), almost all the kings
and princes of Europe swore fealty to the
Pope as their overlord.
Eemoval of Papal Chair to France. One
of the severest blows given both the temporal
and the spiritual authority of the Popes
was the removal in 1309 of the papal chair
from Rome to Avignon, France. During the
seventy years or so while it remained there,
all the Popes were French and, their policies
being shaped according to French ideas, the
Papacy ceased to possess that sacred cosmo-
politan character which had hitherto charac-
terized it. The Catholic world was not again
united tinder a spiritual head until the election
of Martin V in 1417. But the temporal rulers
of France, Germany and England, taking ad-
vantage of the disturbed condition of the
papal see, successively revolted and freed